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Wachusett Partnership Program 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program provides students the opportunity to gain career skills. This 
knowledge will help prepare them for entry into the workplace and/or a post-secondary institution. 
Each partnership major offers participating students academic instruction, hands-on learning, and 
career-readiness skills such as resume writing and interviewing practice. 
 

The Wachusett Partnership Program offers concentrated studies in the following programs:  
§ Automotive Technology 
§ Business/Finance 
§ Business/Marketing 
§ Computer Science 
§ Criminal Justice 
§ Early Childhood Education  
§ Engineering Technology 
§ Fashion and Textiles 
§ Graphics Communication 
§ Health Sciences 
§ Restaurant Management 

 

Students are encouraged to start investigating the partnership concentrations during their 
freshman and sophomore years through elective courses. Applications for a seat in a specific WPP 
concentration are accepted in November through December of sophomore year. To earn a WPP 
Certificate of Completion, students must successfully pass all the required courses (bolded) plus 
electives for a total of 15 major-specific credits, beyond the WRHS Graduation Requirements, by 
the end of their senior year. All programs are dependent on staffing and student enrollment. 
 

While WPP courses are open to all students, WPP students are given priority seating in the 
“required courses” (bolded in each WPP chart). 
 
 

Health Sciences 
 

Grade Course Prerequisites 
9-12 Foods for Healthy Living  
9-12 Keyboarding  
10 Science of Health and Wellness  
11,12 Human Bodyworks Science of Health and Wellness I and II 
12 Anatomy and Physiology   
12 AP Psychology  
12 Psychology I  
12 Psychology 2 Psychology I 
12 Sociology  
12 Survey of Medical &  

Allied Health Careers Human Bodyworks 

 
Required Courses 

 

Required for students enrolled in the Health Science WPP, these courses contain a limited number 
of seats for students not enrolled in the program. 

 

Human Bodyworks  (CPA, CP; Grades 11–12, WPP) 5 credits (Prerequisites: The Science of 
Health and Wellness I and II) 
This course offers an advanced study of health issues, diseases and illnesses of mankind, medicine, 
medications and alternative therapies, the diagnosis and treatment of diseases, illnesses and 
conditions. Students will explore the relationship between illness and corresponding body systems 
in depth. They will also study the links between psychological and physical wellness throughout the 
course with an emphasis on family and patient concerns. Students elect to take the course at the 
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CPA or CP level. Note: This course may be used to meet the Science graduation requirement but is 
not considered a lab science and may not count as a science by the NCAA. 
 

Survey of Medical and Allied Health Careers  (Grade 12, WPP) 5 credits (Prerequisite: 
Human Bodyworks) 
This course provides an introduction to the medical field. It focuses on careers in medicine and 
allied health while providing an opportunity for students to utilize resources from their direct 
community. Guest speakers from health agencies will network with students to encourage strong 
professional output from the classroom. Topics explored include the history of medicine and health 
care, laws, and ethics as they pertain to the medical field, and an exploratory semester of various 
health careers and careers in alternative health practices. Students may participate in field trips to 
health care facilities. The course is also an orientation to medical language and presents basic 
principles of medical word building. The study develops competencies in categorizing major suffixes 
and group prefixes with an emphasis on analysis of meaning, spelling, and pronunciation. The 
course builds a medical vocabulary applicable to the specialties of medicine, the systems of the 
body, names of major diseases, and terms used in physical examination, diagnosis, and treatment. 
Note: This course may be used to meet the Science graduation requirements but is not considered 
a lab science and may not count as a science by the NCAA. 
 

Elective Courses 
 

WPP Health Science students must earn an additional five credits beyond the required courses and 
graduation requirements. 
 
Advanced Placement Psychology (AP, Grade 12) 5 credits  
Advanced Placement Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the 
psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major sub fields within 
psychology. They also learn about the methods that psychologists use in their science and practice. 
The content of the course includes the biological base of behavior, sensation and perception, states 
of consciousness, motivation and emotion, personality, and abnormal psychology. Students who 
take this class are expected to take the AP Psychology exam in the spring. 
 

Anatomy and Physiology  (H, CPA; Grade 12) 5 credits  
This course is designed to give students an understanding of the basic structure and functions of 
the human systems. Students preparing for health-related careers and those interested in studying 
the principles of biology using the human species as an example will find this course valuable. 
Demonstrations and experiments are used to illustrate the principles and concepts of the course 
including the problems of disease, nutrition, heredity, pollution, and overpopulation. Independent 
literature and electronic research is required each term. Students will dissect a fetal pig. 
Application required for enrollment. 
 

Foods for Healthy Living  (Grades 9-12, WPP) 2½ credits 
This basic foods course will cover principles of healthy eating and kitchen survival. Topics included 
are: selection of healthy foods, understanding and use of recipes, meal planning, safety and 
sanitation, food service careers, and safe use and care of kitchen equipment. Course content is 
taught through projects, written assignments, and weekly labs that involve the preparation of 
various food items. 
 

Keyboarding  (Grades 9–12, WPP) 2½ credits  
This semester course is recommended for all students regardless of which career they intend to 
pursue. It is especially important for any student preparing for a career in business. Emphasis is 
given to the development of correct techniques, accuracy and speed. Attention will be given to 
personal applications, such as word processing for term papers and personal business letters, 
composition at the keyboard, and business applications. Evaluation will be based on in-class 
assignments, timed writings and touch-typing. 
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Psychology I: Study of Human Behavior (H, CPA, CP; Grade 12) 2½ credits 
This course is an introduction to the field of psychology. Students study differing psychological 
approaches, theories, and theorists. Students investigate such issues as the biological basis of 
behavior, sensation and perception, principles of learning, and theories of human development. 
Each student examines herself or himself through the theories of Pavlov, Skinner, Freud, Erickson 
and other theorists in an attempt to answer the question 'Who Am I?'  The activities, materials and 
requirements will vary according to level. Honors level students will complete a comprehensive 
research project. 
 

Psychology 2: Study of Exceptional Persons (H, CPA; Grade 12) 2½ credits (Prerequisite: 
Psychology I) 
This is a second semester course for students who wish to continue their study of psychology. 
Students extend their study of human development and are introduced to personality theory. 
Additional possible topics to be studied include altered states of consciousness, motivation theory 
and psychological disorders. The activities, materials and requirements will vary according to level. 
Honors level students will complete a comprehensive research project. 
 

The Science of Health and Wellness (Grade 10) 2½ credits 
This course meets every other day for a full year. Successful completion of this course is a 
graduation requirement for all students. The students will study a comprehensive sequence of 
topics and skills that will help them face the issues and choices they currently face and will confront 
as adults. Topics include: making healthy choices, basic understanding of the body and how it 
works, the digestive system, nutrition and food safety, diabetes and obesity, the immune system, 
the respiratory system, cancer awareness, communicable disease, HIV/AIDS, human sexuality 
issues, tolerance, violence and anger management, substance use and abuse, mental health issues 
and topics, and CPR/first-aid training. 
 

Sociology (CPA, CP; Grade 12) 2½ credits 
Students study society at large and their participation in it. Topics included growing up in other 
cultures, causes of alienation, crime and deviance, sex and gender, race and ethnicity, effects of 
social stratification, socialization, and institutions of society on the individual. Students use a wide 
variety of materials and engage in independent and group research. 
 


